
 
 

NOAA in Your Backyard – The Southwest Region  
Educational Opportunities and Education and Outreach Specialists for AZ, NM, CA, NV 

 
NOAA in Your State – State by State Listings of NOAA Facilities and Programs 
* A summary of NOAA facilities, staff, programs, or activities based in, or focused on, your state or territory. 

• http://www.legislative.noaa.gov/NIYS/ 

National Weather Service – School Visits, Forecast Office Tours, Student and Educator Resources 
* The National Weather Service provides weather, hydrologic, and climate forecasts and warnings for the United States, 
its territories, adjacent waters and ocean areas. 

Local contact Information Website - http://www.stormready.noaa.gov/contact.htm 
A few highlighted cities from the website: 
• Albuquerque Weather Forecast Office (NM) – http://www.srh.noaa.gov/abq/?n=ouroffice-outreach 

Contact: Kerry Jones (Warning Coordination Meteorologist) – Kerry.Jones@noaa.gov 
• Phoenix Weather Forecast Office (AZ) – http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/psr/itemsOfInterest.php 

Contact: Ken Waters (Warning Coordination Meteorologist) – Ken.Waters@noaa.gov 
• Las Vegas Weather Forecast Office (NV) – http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/vef/office.php 

Contact: Daniel Berc (Warning Coordination Meteorologist) – Daniel.Berc@noaa.gov 
• Los Angeles Weather Forecast Office (CA) – http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/lox/main.php?suite=office 

Contact: Eric Boldt (Warning Coordination Meteorologist) – Eric.Boldt@noaa.gov 
• Sacramento Weather Forecast Office (CA) - http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/sto/ofcinfo.php 

Contact: Johnnie Powell (Hydrometeorological Technician and School Outreach Coordinator) – 
johnnie.powell@noaa.gov 
 Dan Keeton (acting Warning Coordination Meteorologist) – dan.keeton@noaa.gov 

• San Diego Weather Forecast Office (CA) - http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/sgx/office/office.php?wfo=sgx 
Contact: Alex Tardy (Warning Coordination Meteorologist) – Alexander.Tardy@noaa.gov 
 

National Sea Grant Program – Professional Development, Curriculum, Student and Educator Resources 
*Sea Grant is a nationwide network of 32 university-based programs that conduct scientific research, education, training, 
and extension projects designed to foster science-based decisions about the use and conservation of our aquatic 
resources. 

• California Sea Grant – administered by Scripps Institution of Oceanography and the University of California, San 
Diego – Information on undergraduate and graduate fellowships  
http://www-csgc.ucsd.edu/EDUCATION/EducationIndx.html 

o California Sea Grant Extension - Promoting marine science literacy with partnerships - 
http://ca-sgep.ucsd.edu/education 

o Camp SEA Lab – environmental education programs within the Monterey Bay area for K-12 students - 
http://campsealab.org/ 

• Southern California Sea Grant – Science Serving the Urban Coasts – Connects ocean science and policy to 
education by reaching out to the local community of Los Angeles. Site includes curriculum, partnership 
information, and information family and student programs. -
http://www.usc.edu/org/seagrant/Education/education.html 
Contact: Linda Chilton (Education Program Coordinator) lchilton@usc.edu 
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Centers for Ocean Science Education Excellence (COSEE) – Educator Resources, Workshops, Connect to Scientists 
*COSEE is a network of over 270 institutional partners with the mission to spark and nurture collaborations among 
research scientists and educators to advance ocean discovery and make known the vital role of the ocean in our lives. 

• National Website Education Page – http://www.cosee.net/foreducators/ 
• COSEE California (CA) – http://www.coseeca.net/programs/foreducators/ 
• COSEE Networked Ocean World - http://coseenow.net/resources/ 
• COSEE West - http://www.usc.edu/org/cosee-west/index.html 

 
National Estuarine Research Reserve System – Field Trips, Professional Development, Educator Resources 
* The National Estuarine Research Reserves System protects more than 1.3 million coastal and estuarine acres in 28 
reserves located in 22 states and Puerto Rico for purposes of long-term research, environmental monitoring, education 
and stewardship. 

• Tijuana River (CA) – http://trnerr.org/?page_id=2444 
Contact: Anne Marie Tipton (Education Coordinator) Annemarie.tipton@parks.ca.gov 

• Elkhorn Slough (CA) – http://www.elkhornslough.org/education/index.htm 
Contact: Kenton Parker (Education Coordinator) - kenton.discovernature@elkhornslough.org 

• San Francisco Bay (CA) – http://www.sfbaynerr.org/ 
Contact Sarah Ferner (Education Coordinator) – daviess@sfsu.edu 
 

NOAA National Marine Sanctuaries – Field Trips, Professional Development, Educator Resources 
*NOAA’s 14 National Marine Sanctuaries serve as the trustee for the nation's system of marine protected areas, to 
conserve, protect, and enhance their biodiversity, ecological integrity and cultural legacy. 

• National Website - http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/education/welcome.html 
• Cordell Bank (CA) - http://cordellbank.noaa.gov/education/welcome.html 

Contact: Jennifer Stock (Education and Outreach Coordinator) – jennifer.stock@noaa.gov 
• Gulf of the Farallones (CA) - http://farallones.noaa.gov/education/welcome.html 

Contact: Carol Preston (Education Coordinator) - Carol.A.Preston@noaa.gov 
• Monterey Bay (CA) - http://montereybay.noaa.gov/educate/welcome.html 

Contact: Liz Love (Education Coordinator) – liz.love@noaa.gov 
• Channel Islands (CA) - http://channelislands.noaa.gov/edu/main.html 

Contact: Julie Bursek (Team Leader Education and Outreach) – julie.bursek@noaa.gov 

National Ocean Science Bowl (NOSB) – Regional Competitions in the Ocean Sciences 
* The NOSB is a national high school academic competition with regional competitions for student teams to test their 
knowledge of the marine sciences including biology, chemistry, physics, and geology. 

• Find Your Region: http://www.nosb.org/competitions-2/regional-competition-map/ 
 
Local Southwest Weather Events – Local Historical Weather Data and Other Sites of Regional Interest 

• Monsoon Tracker - http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/twc/monsoon/monsoon_tracker.php 
• Monsoon Statistics for Tucson, Phoenix, Yuma, El Paso, Albuquerque - 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/twc/monsoon/monsoon.php 
• Monsoon Safety - http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/psr/general/safety/index.php 
• El Niño and La Niña - http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/MJO/enso.shtml 
• Phoenix and Arizona Weather History - http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/psr/general/history/ 
• Local Studies Nevada - http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/vef/projects.php 
• Local Studies New Mexico - http://www.srh.noaa.gov/abq/?n=featuresmainpage 
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Classroom Ready Datasets and Online Resources – Lesson Plans, Posters, Real-time Data 

• Data in the Classroom - http://www.dataintheclassroom.org/ 
• Estuaries 101 Real-time Data - http://estuaries.noaa.gov/ScienceData/Home.aspx 
• Global Science Investigator - http://csc.noaa.gov/psc/dataviewer/#view=slr 
• Climate Portal - http://www.climate.gov/ 
• Carbon Toolkit - http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/dv/iadv/ 
• Jetstream – Online School for Weather - http://www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/jetstream/ 
• Green Seas Blue Seas – California Current Poster - 

http://swfsc.noaa.gov/uploadedFiles/Divisions/ERD/PGMural/NOAAMuralPosterKey2011.pdf 
• National Weather Service, Office of Climate, Water, and Weather Services (OWWS) - Weather Education Site -   

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/edures.shtml#classroom 
• National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) –Educator Resources - http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/edu.html  

NOAA National Severe Storms Laboratory (NSSL) – Educator Resources - http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/education/ 

Southwest, Pacific Ocean, and National Data Resources – Historical and Real-Time Data  
• NOAA Environmental Visualizations Lab - http://www.nnvl.noaa.gov/ 
• National Ice Data Center - http://www.natice.noaa.gov/products/ 
• NOAA Digital Coast Data (benthic, elevation, land cover, etc.) – http://www.csc.noaa.gov/data/ 
• Tides and Currents Data – http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/gmap3/ 
• National Buoy Data Center – http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/ 
• River Observations – http://water.weather.gov/ahps/ 
• Interactive Climate Data – http://gis.ncdc.noaa.gov/map/viewer/#app=cdo 
• US Drought Monitor – http://www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 
• National Hurricane Center – http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/?epac 
• Pacific Fisheries Environmental Laboratory – Air/Ocean data from NOAA moored Buoys 

http://www.pfel.noaa.gov/products/Aux_Data_holdings/NOAA_buoys/NOAA_buoys.html 
• Southwest Fisheries Science Center – Data Portal - 

http://swfsc.noaa.gov/textblock.aspx?id=14000&ParentMenuId=95 
• National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science (NCOOS) Data - http://www.ccfhr.noaa.gov/data/default.aspx 
• Solar Position Calculator - http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/grad/solcalc/azel.html 

 
NOAA Science On a Sphere® (SOS) Locations – Earth Systems Data Shown on a 6-foot Globe 
* SOS is a room-sized, global display system that uses computers and video projectors to display planetary data onto a six 
foot diameter sphere, analogous to a giant animated globe. It was developed by researchers at NOAA to help illustrate 
complex environmental processes (atmospheric storms, ocean currents, climate change, etc…) in a captivating way.  

• Aquarium of the Pacific (Long Beach, CA)  – http://www.aquariumofpacific.org/ 
• Discovery Science Center (Santa Ana, CA) - http://www.discoverycube.org/ 
• Grand Canyon Visitor Center (Grand Canyon, AZ) - http://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/visitorcenters.htm 
• Lawrence Hall of Science (Berkeley, CA) - http://www.lawrencehallofscience.org/ 
• Point Reyes National Seashore (Marin County, CA) - http://www.nps.gov/pore/index.htm 
• The Tech Museum of Innovation (San Jose, CA) - http://www.thetech.org/ 
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